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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


(1)  The  Birth-rate  (20.5)  is  higher  than  that  of  any  of  the 
preceding  eight  years. 

(2)  The  Death-rate  (15.7)  is  comparatively  high. 

(3)  The  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality  (88.8  per  1,000  of 
registered  births)  is  below  the  average  for  the  previous 
ten  years. 

(4)  The  Death-rate  for  Phthisis  is  low  on  this  occasion, 
but  the  respiratory  Death-rate  is  still  above  the  average  of 
former  years. 

(5)  There  is  again  a very  small  Zymotic  mortality. 

(6)  The  total  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  (Measles  ex- 
cluded) is  rather  above  the  mean  quantity. 


To  Hipperholme  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  my  Report  for  the 
year  1909.  It  consists  of  (1)  Statistics  of  births,  deaths, 
infectious  and  other  diseases,  with  comments  thereon  ; (2) 

remarks  on  sanitary  and  other  relative  matters  ; (3)  various 
tables  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  Home  Office,  and 
the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is 
also  appended. 

Area  of  District. — This  amounts  to  1192  acres,  and  the 
physical  outline  of  the  district  may  be  described  as  an  elevated 
sloping  plain  extending  for  two  miles  from  west  to  east  and 
one  mile  from  north  to  south.  The  whole  is  almost  naturally 
and  proportionately  divided  into  three  parts,  the  first  part 
beginning  with  Hipperholme  at  the  higher  latitude,  the  second 
merging  with  Lightcliffe  on  the  level,  and  the  third  terminating 
with  Bailiffe  Bridge  below.  And  for  the  purposes  of  this 
report  the  threefold  geographical  limitation  thus  formed  will 
be  employed  in  the  absence  of  definitely  existing  wards,  and  in 
so  doing  I shall  also  be  adhering  pretty  closely  to  the  arrange- 
ments which  obtain  in  the  postal  delivery  of  letters  at  the 
present  time. 


The  Rateable  Value  for  the  year  was  calculated  at  £23,638, 
which  was  an  increase  upon  that  of  1908. 
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Population. — At  the  last  census  the  total  population  at  all 
ages  was  4,205  ; I have  placed  the  c 4 estimated  population 
for  1909  at  4,400.  It  is  possible  that  my  figures  may  be  at 
fault,  but  in  arriving  at  such  an  estimate  I have  taken  into 
account  amongst  other  things  not  only  the  number  of  new 
houses  which  have  been  erected  but  also  the  number  of  empty 
houses — -the  latter  quantity  being  on  this  occasion  smaller 
than  in  some  of  the  immediately  preceding  years.  I reproduce 
for  reference  a table  bearing  on  this  subject  which  may  be 
of  use  for  future . guidance. 


Year. 

TABLE  A. — (Population). 

Average  No 
Inhabited  of  persons 

Population.  Houses.  per  house. 

1841 

2836 

573 

5.0  (approx). 

1851 

2813 

590 

4.76 

1861 

2778 

602 

4.6 

1871 

3501 

758 

4.6 

1881 

2920 

— 

— 

1891 

3309 

755 

4.38 

1901 

4205 

981 

4.28 

Births. 

— During  the  year 

there  were 

registered  90  births 

comprising  50  males  and  40  females.  In  the  first  quarter  the 
number  registered  was  19,  in  the  second  30,  in  the  third  16  and 
in  the  fourth  25.  One  of  the  births  was  illegitimate. 


As  regards  sex,  the  average  proportion  is  approximately — 
males  55.5  per  cent.,  females  44.5  per  cent.  ; as  compared  with 

(1)  males  53  per  cent,  and  females  47  per  cent,  in  1908,  and 

(2)  males  45  per  cent,  and  females  55  per  cent,  in  1907.  This 
sex  proportion  varies,  however,  from  year  to  year,  as  will  be 
seen  in  Table  B. 
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TABLE  B.- 

-(Births). 

Rate  per  1000 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

per  annum. 

1894 

...  38 

36 

74 

21.5 

1895 

...  43 

26 

69 

20.2 

1896 

...  33 

38 

71 

20.8 

1897 

...  38 

45 

83 

23.4 

1898 

...  42 

38 

80 

22.5 

1899 

...  48 

34 

82 

22.4 

1900 

...  38 

45 

83 

20.75 

1901 

...  37 

45 

82 

19.5 

1902 

...  41 

45 

86 

20.2 

1903 

...  48 

36 

84 

19.6 

1904 

...  36 

39 

75 

17.5 

1905 

...  45 

39 

84 

19.4 

1906 

...  35 

31 

66 

15.3 

1907 

...  35 

42 

77 

17.7 

1908 

...  44 

38 

82 

18.8 

1909 

...  50 

40 

90 

20.5 

The  Birth-rate  per  1,000  per  annum  is  20.5  and  is  the  highest 
since  the  year  1900  ; it  is  also  above  the  average  for  the  de- 
cennial period  1899-1908  which  is  19.1.  The  year’s  rate  is  still 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  25.6.  Here  I may 
mention  also  that  the  rate  for  the  (Administrative  County 
of  the)  West  Riding  for  1908  was  26.7  as  against  18.8  for  this 
district. 

Deaths. — The  actual  number  of  deaths  which  were  registered 
in  the  district  was  66,  but  to  this  number  have  to  be  added 
the  deaths  of  three  ‘ ; residents  ’ ’ in  public  institutions  else- 
where, and  thus  the  total  becomes  69,  30  of  males  and  39  of 
females.  The  institutions  referred  to  are  : — Royal  Infirmary, 
Halifax  ; and  Poor  Law  Hospital,  Halifax. 

The  quarterly  mortality  occurred  as  follows  : first  quarter, 
27  ; second  quarter,  10  ; third  quarter,  21  ; fourth  quarter,  11. 
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In  analysing  the  numbers  in  the  various  age-periods  I find 
that  8 died  in  infancy,  1 between  one  and  five  years  of  age, 
2 between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  6 between  the  ages  of 
fifteen  and  twenty-five,  24  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five 
and  sixty-five,  and  that  28  had  attained  the  age  of  sixty-five 
and  upwards.  From  this  it  will  be  gathered  that  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  mortality  occurred  in  persons  under  25  years 
of  age,  and  about  three-fourths  in  persons  of  the  age  of  25 
and  upwards. 

TABLE  C.— (Deaths). 

Bate  per  1000 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

per  annum 

1894 

...  24 

20 

44 

12.8 

1895 

...  29 

23 

52 

15.15 

1896 

...  35 

27 

62 

18.2 

1897 

...  22 

13 

35 

9.9 

1898 

...  22 

26 

48 

13.2 

1899 

...  31 

28 

59 

16.1 

1900 

...  20 

28 

48 

12.0 

1901 

...  26 

20 

46 

10.9 

1902 

...  32 

29 

61 

14.2 

1903 

...  24 

23 

47 

11.0 

1904 

...  30 

21 

51 

11.8 

1905 

19 

35 

54 

12.5 

1906 

...  30 

38 

68 

15.6 

1907 

...  35 

31 

66 

15.2 

1908 

...  26 

32 

58 

13.3 

1909 

...  30 

39 

69 

15.7 

The  Death-rate  is  15.7  per  1,000  per  annum  as  contrasted 
with  13.3  in  1008,  and  is  more  than  the  average  for  the  previous 
ten  years  (13.2).  It  is  the  highest  since  1899  when  it  was  16.1. 
This  rise  in  the  death-rate  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
nine  years  is,  however,  counterbalanced  by  a corresponding 
increase  in  the  birth-rate. 
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For  the  West  Riding  in  1908  the  rate  was  15.2  ; the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1906  was  15.4,  in  1907  it  was  15.0,  in  1908 
it  was  14.7  and  in  1909  it  was  14.5. 

Among  the  chief  causes  of  death  were 

(a)  Enteric  Fever, — One  person  died  in  Hipperholme  from 
this  disease  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 

(b)  Influenza.— There  were  two  deaths  under  this  heading, 
as  contrasted  with  four  in  1908,  three  in  1907,  and  two  in  1906. 

(c)  Phthisis  or  Tubercular  Disease  of  Lungs  — Three 
persons  died  from  this  disease  during  the  year  ; in  1908  the 
number  was  five,  in  1907  four  and  in  1906  six  ; so  that  the 
average  number  has  not  been  maintained  on  this  occasion. 
The  rate  is  0.7  as  against  1.1,  0.9,  and  1.3  in  the  three  preceding 
years.  The  phthisis  rate  for  the  West  Riding  in  1908  was 
1.0.  One  notification  was  made  by  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  a poor  person  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

(d)  Respiratory  Diseases. — Twelve  persons  were  certified 
as  having  died  from  bronchitis  or  pneumonia.  More  than 
half  of  this  number  included  people  who  were  advanced  in 
years.  Although  the  death-roll  for  1909  is  still  above  the 
average,  which  is  seven  per  annum,  it  is  a considerable  drop  from 
1907,  when  seventeen  deaths  were  registered  under  this  section. 
If  we  omit  those  deaths  which  were  due  to  phthisis,  then  nearly 
one-sixth  of  the  whole  mortality  must  be  attributed  to  diseases 
of  the  organs  of  respiration  ; but  if  we  include  phthisis  also, 
the  result  is  that  rather  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  total  mortality 
is  so  accounted  for.  The  rate  per  1,000  is  2.7  as  compared  with 
2.2  in  1908  ; that  for  the  West  Riding  in  the  latter  year  was 
2.4. 

(e)  Cancer. — This  malady  was  the  cause  of  nine  deaths, 
as  against  four  in  1908,  five  in  1907,  four  in  1906  and  eight  in 
1905, 
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(f)  Diseases  of  the  Heart. — Nine  deaths  were  registered 
as  due  to  disease  of  this  organ  as  contrasted  with  three  in  1908, 
seven  in  1907,  nine  in  1906  and  six  in  1905. 

(g)  Infant  Mortality. — -Eight  infants  died  during  the 
year  ; this  is  again  below  the  average  number  (8.3)  for  the 
previous  ten  years. 

The  number  and  the  rate  vary  from  year  to  year,  as  will 
be  seen  on  referring  to  Table  I in  the  appendix  of  this  report, 
but  since  the  year  1901  a fairly  low  average  has  been  main- 
tained. One  of  those  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter, 
three  in  the  second  and  three  in  the  third  quarter,  and  one  in 
the  fourth.  One  of  the  most  pregnant  causes  of  this  section 
of  mortality  is  imperfect  feeding  of  the  infant ; but  the  certified 
causes  here  are  meningitis  ; (1),  bronchitis  (1),  gastric  catarrh 
(1),  premature  birth  (1),  debility  and  atelectasis  (2),  and 
convulsions  (2).  Two  of  the  eight  died  within  one  week  of 
birth. 

The  rate  of  mortality  per  1,000  of  registered  births  is  88.8, 
which  compares  well  with  many  of  the  former  years  and  is 
below  the  average  rate  (103.4)  of  the  decennial  period  1899-1908. 
The  infant  mortality  of  the  West  Riding  in  1908  was  132  ; that 
of  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  118,  in  1908  it  was  121  and  in 
1909  it  was  109. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — One  death  is  here  included  as  against 
three  in  1908,  two  in  1907  and  1906  respectively,  and  three  in 
1905.  The  rate  per  1,000  is  0.2,  which  may  be  looked  upon 
as  very  satisfactory  and  as  indicative  of  the  existence  of  good 
sanitary  conditions  in  the  district.  The  chief  epidemic  diseases 
form  the  basis  of  calculation  under  this  heading,  and  enteric 
fever  was  the  cause  of  death  here  involved.  For  comparative 
purposes  it  may  be  added  that  the  rate  for  the  West  Riding 
for  1908  was  1.5,  and  for  England  and  Wales  for  1909  it  was 
1.12. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications. — Of  those  infectious  diseases  which  are 
notifiable  the  number  reported  during  the  year  was  37,  viz  : — 
Diphtheria  4,  Erysipelas  I,  Scarlet  Fever  13,  Enteric  Fever  1, 
and  Measles  18.  In  connection  with  those  diseases  31  houses 
were  affected.  The  cases  occurred  in  the  following  months  : — 
In  January  4,  in  February  2,  in  March  2,  in  April  5,  in  May  8, 
in  June  2.  in  July  2,  in  August  2,  in  September  2,  in  October 
3,  in  November  1,  in  December  4.  Every  month  of  the  year 
contributed  more  or  less  to  the  infectious  catalogue. 

The  number  of  this  class  of  diseases  reported  annually  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Compulsory  Notification  Act  in  this 
District  in  1890  is  shown  in  Table  D.  The  inclusion  of  Measles 
among  those  diseases  which  must  be  notified,  dates  from 
June  1st,  1905,  so  that  to  obtain  the  average  for  ten  years  it 
may  be  expedient  to  select  the  period  from  1899  to  1908, 
and  exclude  Measles  from  the  reckoning  altogether.  Such 
average  is  15.7,  and  as  19  notifications  were  received  (irres- 
pective of  Measles),  it  would  appear  that  the  year  1909  is 
rather  above  the  mean  cpiantity. 

Isolation  Hospital. — (a)  The  Joint  Hospital  is  situated 
at  Clifton,  Brighouse.  Patients  suffering  from  any  of  the 
following  diseases  are  received,  viz  : Cholera,  Typhus  Fever, 
Enteric  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Diphtheria.  During  the  year 
ten  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  from  this  district. 
In  the  previous  year  there  were  two  admissions,  in  1907  nine- 
teen, in  1906  sixteen,  in  1905  three  and  in  1904  seven. 

(b)  Small  Pox. — In  terms  of  an  agreement  concluded 
between  the  Corporation  of  Halifax  and  the  Joint  Hospital 
Board  (which  includes  Hipperholme),  cases  of  Small-pox 
arising  in  this  district  will  in  future  be  sent  to  the  Hospital 
at  Halifax  for  treatment. 
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TABLE  D. — (Infectious  Diseases). 


Y ear 

Small-pox  j 

Diphtheria. 

Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever* 

Enteric 

Fever 

Continued 

Fever 

Measles. 

Total 

1890 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1891 

... 

2 

13 

1 

« . . 

16 

1892 

54 

3 

11 

* . . 

1 

69 

1893 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

. . . 

11 

1894 

2 

15 

4 

• . . 

21 

1895 

• « • 

3 

4 

1 

* 

8 

1896 

2 

24 

5 

5 

36 

1897 

3 

4 

28 

1 

. . . 

36 

1898 

4 

5 

7 

1 

17 

1899 

1 

2 

21 

• • • 

. . . 

24 

1900 

2 

13 

3 

2 

20 

1901 

• • • 

2 

3 

. . • 

5 

1902 

1 

• • • 

7 

2 

• . . 

10 

1903 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

. . . 

11 

1904 

3 

1 

1 

8 

• • • 

1 

. • . 

14 

1905 

• • • 

8 

4 

1 

• • • 

3 

16 

1906 

11 

1 

8 

1 

» • • 

51 

72 

1907 

4 

3 

24 

1 

• • • 

39 

71 

1908 

3 

2 

1 

1 

• « V 

94 

101 

1909 

4 

• • • 

1 

13 

1 

• e • 

18 

37 

Small-pox  ; Chicken-pox. — We  have  been  free  from  the 
former  disease  since  the  year  1904,  but  the  latter  disease  was 
observed  at  various  periods.  Thus  in  April  May  and  June  I 
have  records  of  a few  cases  which  were  confined  to  Hipperholme; 
whilst  at  the  middle  of  July  the  younger  children  attending 
the  Infants’  School  were  severely  attacked,  and  although 
this  lessened  the  attendance  very  considerably,  the  closure 
of  this  school  was  not  resorted  to  as  the  holidays  intervened 
before  the  intensity  of  this  limited  outbreak  became  very 
severe.  Then  again  in  December  a few  children  at  Bailiff e 
Bridge  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Chicken-pox,  and  the 
infection  on  this  occasion  was  due  to  contact  with  other 
children  residing  in  an  adjoining  town. 
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Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina, — Thirteen  notifications  were 
received  as  compared  with  one  in  1908  and  twenty-four  in  1907. 
The  annual  attack-rate  of  this  fever  differs  very  considerably 
in  the  course  of  ten  years,  and  although  on  the  present  occasion 
the  number  reported  was  in  advance  of  the  average  for  the 
decennial  period  1899-1908,  which  was  9.2,  we  have  reason  to 
congratulate  ourselves  that  the  visitation  has  been  so  slight 
in  view  of  the  severe  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  most  of  the 
surrounding  districts.  The  first  case  was  reported  in  February 
from  Lightcliffe,  the  second  in  March  from  Bailiffe  Bridge  and 
the  third  in  May  from  Lightcliffe.  Two  of  those  persons  were 
adults  and  the  infection  in  one  instance  was  received  from 
contact  with  a fellow  employee  outside  the  district.  Two 
children  in  July  and  two  in  August  were  next  attacked  in  quick 
succession  ; they  all  resided  in  Hipperholme,  and  two  of  them 
were  found  n the  same  house.  In  September  another  child 
was  affected,  and  in  October  three  cases  occurred,  one  in 
Hipperholme  and  two  in  Lightcliffe  ; the  remaining  two  cases 
were  notified,  one  in  November  and  one  in  December,  from 
Bailiffe  Bridge.  Of  this  total  number  ten  were  removed  to 
hospital.  An  examination  of  each  infected  house  was  made 
by  the  Inspector,  and  insanitary  defects  which  were  then 
discovered  in  several  of  them  have  been  remedied  with  one 
exception.  In  consequence  of  complaints  as  to  alleged  nuis- 
ances existing  in  Park  Place  the  Sanitary  Committee  ordered 
a joint  report  to  be  drawn  up  by  the  Inspector  and  mj^self 
dealing  with  the  condition  of  the  property  in  this  street  of 
back-to-back  houses,  and  a careful  and  detailed  inspection 
revealed  certain  objectionable  arrangements  as  regards  sink- 
wastes,  closets,  middens,  and  general  drainage  which  required 
remedial  measures  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  the  Committee  issued  instructions  that  the 
owners  of  this  property  must  carry  out  the  necessary  improve- 
ments and  alterations  as  indicated  in  the  report. 

Diphtheria. — From  the  year  1890  up  to  1905  only  ten  notifi- 
cations of  diphtheria  (and  membranous  croup)  were  made, 
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ami  it  is  noticeable  that  since  the  small  outbreak  at  Bailiffe 
Bridge  in  1906  this  disease  has  not  altogether  disappeared 
from  the  district.  In  1907  there  were  four  cases,  in  1908  three 
cases  and  in  1909  four  cases,  and  this  record  of  the  last  three 
years  seems  to  fortify  the  observations  which  have  been 
established  that  when  once  this  virulent  bacillus  has  settled 
down  in  a given  locality  it  goes  on  flourishing  for  a very  long 
period  of  time.  One  reason  of  this  peculiarity  displayed  by 
the  disease  is  that  it  is  not  what  may  be  termed  a 1 ‘ straight- 
forward ” disease,  for  healthy  children  and  convalescents  may 
carry  about  in  their  throats  the  specific  bacillus  in  a form 
inert  and  harmless  to  the  carriers  themselves,  but  none  the 
less  potentially  infective  to  others  whose  health  may  have 
been  impaired  by  defective  sanitary  surroundings  or  other 
influences.  Hence  it  is  that  insanitary  conditions  are  often 
discovered  in  connection  with  diphtheria,  and  whilst  such 
conditions  cannot  be  arraigned  as  the  primary  causative  agent 
in  the  disease,  it.  must  nevertheless  be  kept  in  mind  that  they 
are  favourable  media  for  engendering  bad  health  and  thereby 
preparing  the  soil  required  for  the  culture  and  development 
of  the  bacillus.  And  in  three  of  the  four  houses  now  involved, 
faulty  drains,  sometimes  old  and  leaky,  or  overfilled  middens, 
often  containing  decayed  vegetable  matter,  were  encountered, 
and  were  in  all  probability  indirectly  conducive  to  the  disease. 
The  four  notifications  were  received  in  February,  March,  May, 
and  December,  and  all  the  patients  were  treated  at  home.  Two 
of  the  cases  occurred  in  Lightcliffe,  one  in  Hipperholme  and  one 
in  Bailiff e Bridge. 


Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — There  was  one  notification  of  this 
fever  in  September.  The  patient  resided  in  Hipperholme  and 
succumbed  to  the  disease.  No  insanitary  condition  was  found 
in  the  house.  For  each  of  five  years  in  succession  only  one 
case  of  this  kind  has  occurred,  and  the  average  for  the  last 
twenty  years  is  two  per  annum. 
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Erysipelas. — Under  this  heading  one  report  from  Bailiffe 
Bridge  was  received  in  the  month  of  April.  The  variety  was 
that  known  as  1 c idiopathic  ’ ’ and  was  most  probably  the 
result  of  cold. 


Measles. — This  is  a notifiable  disease  in  the  district,  but  al- 
though it  was  included  in  the  list  of  the  Compulsory  Act  so  long 
ago  as  June,  1905,  some  householders  do  not  even  yet  seem  to 
be  aware  of  the  fact.  It  is  more  fatal  at  times  than  all  the 
diseases  of  the  Zymotic  class,  but  many  parents  consider  it  to 
be  a trifling  and  unavoidable  complaint  of  childhood  and 
therefore  treat  the  cases  themselves  with  simple  home  remedies. 
Where  a medical  man  is  not  in  attendance  no  report  would  be 
received  in  many  instances  ; but  where  the  child  is  old  enough 
to  be  enrolled  at  school  the  attendance  officer  supplied  me  with 
the  names  of  any  such  who  might  be  absent  owing  to  an 
infectious  disease,  and  in  this  way  I was  often  made  acquainted 
with  the  existence  of  cases  of  measles  of  which  I would  other- 
wise have  remained  in  ignorance.  So  that  in  stating  the 
number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  one  cannot  feel  the 
same  degree  of  certainty  as  to  figures  as  when  dealing  with 
the  other  fevers  where  medical  aid  is  invariably  invoked. 
During  the  year  under  notice  eighteen  notifications  of  measles 
were  received  as  compared  with  ninety-four  in  1908,  thirty-nine 
in  1907  and  fifty-one  in  1906.  The  disease  was  present  in  our 
midst  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  January  when  four  cases 
were  reported,  three  in  the  same  house  at  Bailiffe  Bridge  and 
one  in  Hipperholme.  The  next  cases  reported  were  in  April 
and  May,  and  those  were  children  residing  in  Lightcliffe  and 
Hipperholme,  and  in  this  latter  locality  two  cases  occurred 
also  in  June.  There  was  then  an  immunity  from  the  disease 
until  December  when  two  children  in  Hipperholme  contracted 
the  infection  from  a school  outside  the  district.  One  half  of 
those  so  affected  were  children  under  five  years  of  age  ; no  death 
was  caused  by  it  in  the  year  under  review. 
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German  Measles. — This  acute  specific  disorder,  which  some- 
times presents  symptoms  not  unlike  measles  on  the  one  hand 
but  sometimes  more  nearly  resembling  those  of  scarlet  fever 
on  the  other  hand,  was  observed  at  irregular  intervals,  but  was 
limited  to  the  members  of  a few  houses  in  Hipperholme.  The 
disease  occurred  in  the  months  of  April  and  May  principally. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  has  visited  us  but  very 
lightly  since  1902,  when  it  was  prevalent  in  epidemic  form. 
I noticed  that  the  first  cases  in  1909  appeared  in  Hipperholme 
in  the  month  of  April,  and  not  until  December  was  there  any 
further  record  of  the  ailment. 

Diarrhoea. — There  was  an  entire  absence  of  any  epidemic 
such  as  is  usually  coincident  with  the  summer  months  ; on 
this  occasion  no  death  was  ascribed  to  it. 

Influenza. — Almost  during  every  part  of  the  year,  but  more 
especially  during  the  first  quarter,  Avas  there  a prevalence  of 
this  ubiquitous  disease.  The  severity  of  the  type  was  as  virulent 
as  in  previous  years,  and  it  was  aggravated  chiefly  by  chest 
complications  and  proved  fatal  to  two  lives. 

SANITARY  MATTERS. 

Inspections. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  in  addition  to  his 
usual  routine  Avork,  has  also  along  with  me  visited  and  examined 
houses,  places  and  localities  which  required  special  attention. 
In  several  instances  where  infected  houses  were  inspected, 
certain  defects  of  an  insanitary  nature  were  discovered  in  con- 
nection Avith  drains,  privies,  &c.,  most  of  which  have  been 
remedied.  On  referring  to  the  figures  given  in  the  Inspector’s 
report  in  the  appendix,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
character  and  amount  of  the  work  consequent  upon  such 
inspections. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Removal. — The  removing  of  house 
refuse  and  night  soil  is  done  by  a contractor  who  acts  under 
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the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  ; and,  so  far  as  I have  observed, 
the  system  continues  in  good  working  order.  One  does 
very  rarely  receive  notice  about  a common  ash-pit  or  privy 
midden  being  overfilled,  but  on  enquiring  in  to  the  circum- 
stances one  generally  finds  that  special  reason  exists  for  any 
apparent  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  or  the  man 
whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  this  work. 
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The  scavenging  of  the  streets  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of 
the  Council,  but  this  is  limited  to  the  main  thoroughfares 
and  roads.  Two  carts  also  are  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
watering  the  dusty  highways  in  the  summer  months. 

Sewerage,  Drainage,  etc. — The  domestic  and  trade  sewage 
is  treated  by  the  Corporation  of  Brighouse  at  their  works  at 
Cooper  Bridge.  The  whole  district  is  now  sewered  with  the 
exception  of  that  portion  of  the  Hipperholme  branch  which 
is  not  completed  at  Mytholm.  Here  it  was  proposed  and 
arranged  to  connect  with  the  Northowram  area  (in  the 
Borough  of  Halifax)  when  the  sewage  of  that  place  came 
under  the  recognised  control  ; but,  as  I have  previously 
remarked,  this  unconnected  portion  remains  so  year  after  year, 
and  no  sooner  does  one  hitch  seem  to  be  overcome  than  another 
appears  in  its  stead.  Consequently  certain  nuisances  which 
arise  periodically  in  this  locality  can  never  be  eradicated  until 
this  projected  sewer  has  been  joined  on  to  the  main  trunk. 
This  has  been  the  burden  of  my  remarks  on  this  particular 
matter  in  many  of  my  former  reports,  but  at  the  time  of 
writing  some  definite  steps  have  already  been  taken  towards 
commencing  the  work  of  this  sewer  and  tenders  are  now  being 
invited. 

I have  incidentally  referred  to  drainage  when  writing  on  the 
subject  of  fevers,  but  I may  here  observe  that  the  construction, 
re-construction  and  testing  of  drains  have  again  formed  a very 
considerable  item  in  the  programme  of  the  sanitary  department. 
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Water.— The  supply  is  derived  principally  from  the  reser- 
voirs of  the  Halifax  Corporation,  but  a part  of  Bailiff e Bridge 
is  dependent  on  Bradford  for  its  water.  Several  extensions  to 
new  property  and  to  Rooks  Mount  have  been  made  during 
the  year.  The  supply  has  been  adequate  and  sufficient,  but 
towards  the  end  of  summer  the  water  coming  through  the  mains 
from  Halifax  was  dirty  and  unpalatable  and  complaints  about 
this  condition  were  not  infrequent.  Two  samples  were  tested 
for  plumb o- solvency  at  different  periods  but  with  negative 
results.  In  the  report  for  1908  I gave  some  details  about  lead 
contamination  and  of  the  prophylactic  measures  adopted  by  this 
Council  extending  over  a period  of  five  years,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  continuous  treatment  will  be  employed  by  the 
vendors  to  prevent  any  further  recurrence  of  this  condition 
in  the  water. 


The  supply  of  water  in  Kirk  Lane  and  Wood  Lane,  where  the 
mains  were  scraped  in  the  summer  of  1908,  was  under  special 
observation  during  the  whole  year.  Here  there  was  an  inter- 
mittent fouling  of  the  domestic  water  supply,  and  although 
the  Committee  have  attempted  by  frequent  flushing,  by  employ- 
ment of  special  valves,  and  by  partial  insertion  of  new  pipes 
in  one  portion  of  the  route  to  overcome  this  dirty  condition, 
their  efforts  have  not  been  altogether  successful.  They  have 
therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  effectual  remedy 
in  this  respect  will  be  found  in  replacing  the  pipes  in  those  parts 
with  entirely  new  ones,  and  this  will  be  done  at  an  early  date. 


Slaughter  House. — There  is  one  slaughter-house  which  is 
registered.  No  complaints  have  been  made  about  it  , it  is 
kept  in  an  orderly  and  cleanly  condition.  It  is  not  visited  at 
the  times  of  slaughtering,  and  there  is  not  an  Inspector  with  a 
special  certificate  in  meat  inspection.  No  tuberculous  meat 
was  observed  at  any  time. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Those  places,  to  the  nnmber  of  18, 
were  visited  by  the  Committee  in  the  month  of  May.  The 
Inspector  reports  that  upon  the  whole  they  are  managed  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  I have  suggested  that  a periodical 
examination  of  dairy  cows  by  a veterinary  surgeon  might  be 
adopted  with  the  object  of  detecting  and  dealing  with  tuber- 
culous animals,  but  such  an  examination  lias  not  evidently 
been  considered  to  be  necessary  in  past  years. 

Dwellings. — (1)  Type. — The  Surveyor  gave  certificates  for 
fourteen  new  houses  during  1909,  most  of  which  were  cottages 
of  good  class.  The  number  of  uninhabited  dwellings  was  below 
that  of  the  previous  year.  A reference  to  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  will  show  that  in  many  of  the  older  houses 
several  necessary  structural  alterations  were  effected,  especially 
in  ashpits  and  closets. 

(2).  Closets. — For  the  information  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  I have  obtained  the  following  details  : — (a)  Part  III  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  (along  with 
certain  other  parts)  was  put  in  force  in  the  district  on  the  11th 
November,  1909,  As  this  date  is  quite  recent  no  action  has  yet 
been  taken  under  Sections  39-42  of  that  Act  towards  the 
conversion  of  privies  to  the  water-carriage  system.  (b)  The 
number  of  closets  of  each  type  now  existing  in  the  district  is 

Water  carriage  systems  in  dwellings  W.C’s  545 

Tipplers  23 — 568 
Privies  410 

To  the  above  have  also  to  be  added  50  w.c’s  in  factories, 
schools  and  railway  stations,  etc.  (c)  The  types  of  closets  which 
will  in  future  be  allowed  to  be  erected  will  include  water-closets 
only,  (d)  The  action  which  has  been  taken  in  recent  years  in 
substituting  the  water-carriage  system  for  dry  methods  of 
disposal  may  be  thus  summarized.  In  1904,  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  major  portion  of  the  sewerage  scheme  and  the 
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arrangement  with  Brighouse  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage, 
the  Council  being  in  possession  of  a proper  water  supply  drew  up 
new  regulations  dealing  with  the  price  of  water  according  to  the 
particular  purpose  for  which  it  was  to  be  used,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  year  a new  scale  of  charges,  calculated  on  a different 
basis  than  before,  was  agreed  upon,  with  a view  to  induce 
landlords  and  builders  to  provide  water  closets  in  preference 
to  privy  middens  where  new  buildings  were  about  to  be  erected, 
or  where  structural  alterations  in  existing  houses  might  be 
necessary  in  the  future.  As  a result  of  this  reduction  in  the 
charges  the  adoption  of  the  water-carriage  system  increased 
in  favour,  and  I have  calculated  that  in  the  last  five  years  over 
200  water-closets  have  been  constructed  or  reconstructed,  or 
on  the  average  about  40  per  annum.  This  is  in  striking  contrast 
with  the  year  1901  (and  I have  selected  this  at  random)  when 
only  3 water-closets  were  constructed  in  the  district. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  (1901).— (1)  Register,  From 
the  register  at  the  Council  Offices  I have  ascertained  that  there 
are  in  all  thirty-six  factories,  workshops  and  bakehouses  in  the 
district.  The  number  in  the  year  1908  was  exactly  the  same. 
I have  visited  and  examined  many  of  those  places,  and  the  total 
of  such  inspections  (inclusive  of  those  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector)  amounts  to  sixty-four. 


(2)  Sanitary  Condition.  Again  the  report  on  the  general 
administration  of  the  Act  is  a favourable  one.  The  cleanliness 
of  the  premises  has  been  well  maintained.  Insufficient  sanitary 
accommodation  was  found  in  one  instance,  and  this  defect 
was  remedied.  In  all  the  factories  (with  one  exception)  the 
installation  of  water  closets  has  been  adopted,  and  the  standard 
of  sufficiency  which  has  been  aimed  at  is  one  closet  to  fourteen 

persons. 

(3)  Bakehouses.  Of  the  five  bakehouses  in  use  at  the 
end  of  the  year  two  are  underground  and  three  are  of  the  small 
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retail  variety.  No  faulty  condition  was  reported  in  connection 
with  any  of  them.  The  two  underground  bakehouses  were 
considered  to  possess  all  special  sanitary  requirements,  and 
certificates  were  granted  by  the  District  Council  to  the  users 
of  those  places. 

(4)  Home  Work.  No  home  work  is  carried  on  in  any 
dwelling,  and  no  list  of  outworkers  has  been  furnished  by 
any  employer. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  direct  attention  to  Tables  I.,  III., 
IV.,  and  V.  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  Table  relating  to 
Factories  and  Workshops,  etc.,  to  Table  C of  County  Council, 
and  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  all  of  which  follow  : 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  DAVIDSON,  M.A.,  M.D.,  & C.M.,  (Edin.Univ.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  during  the 
year  1909,  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Cases  notified 

n whole  District 

Total  Cases 

At  all 
Ages 

I to  5 

5 to  is 

T5  toas 

25  to65 

65  and 
Up- 
wards. 

removed  to 
Hospital 

Diphtheria  

4 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  

1 

• • • 

1 

• • ♦ 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

3 

8 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

10 

Enteric  Fever  

1 

1 

Measles  

18 

9 

9 

* * * 

... 

• • • 

Totals 

37 

12 

19 

4 

1 

10 

Isolation  Hospital— Joint  Hospital,  Clifton.  Brighouse.  Total  available  beds,  45. 
Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  5, 

TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  during  year  1909 
in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 


Causes  of  Death 

Deaths  in  District  at  Subjoined  Ages 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 
Under 
5 

1 

5 and 
under 

15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
Up- 
wards 

Measles  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Enteric  Fever  

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

• • • 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  

• • • 

. . . 

Phthisis  

3 

• • • 

1 

2 

' 

Cancer  

9 

3 

6 

Bronchitis  

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Pneumonia  

3 

1 

2 

Pleurisy  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Premature  Birth  . . . 

1 

1 

Diseases  & accidents 

of  parturition  

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

... 

Heart  Diseases  

9 

• • • 

3 

6 

Accidents  

2 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

2 

All  other  causes 

30 

6 

. . . 

2 

2 

7 

13 

All  causes 

69 

8 

1 

2 

6 

24 

28 

22 
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TABLE  VI. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES,  AND  HOME 
WORK  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 


I . — Inspection  . 


Premises. 

Inspec- 

tions, 

Written 

Notic'es. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  

Workshops  (Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  (Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  report) 

Total  

21 

43 

1 

64 

1 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspct. 

Nuis.  under  Pub.  Health  Acts* 
Insufficient  

1 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  

Total 

1 

1 

1 

Including-  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 


3. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  In 
spector  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act  (s.  5) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspect. 
Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

2 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  

2 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of 
1909 

29 

TABLE  C. 


Dipperbolme  Urban  Sanitarp 

District. 


WATER  SUPPLY—  XT 

Any  development  during  1909  ? — Extension  to  New  Property  and 
to  Rooks  Mount.  Developments  still  needed  None.  Has  public 
supply  been  continuous  ?— Yes.  Is  the  Water  plumbo-solvent  an 
if  so,  what  corrective  treatment  is  applied  ?— Apparently  not  at 
present.  Any  samples  tested  for  lead  during  1909  ?— 2.  Result — 
Negative. 

SEWERAGE—  , 

Developments  during  1909 — None.  Developments  still  needec 

Mytholm  and  Holly  Bank.  Special  Sewer  Ventilators  ; Kind  in  use 
Cast  iron  shafts.  Number — 6.  Are  they  satisfactory  . Yes. 

Any  offensive  manholes  ? — No. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL— 

Anv  complaint  as  to  outfall  works  ? No. 


SCAVENGING— 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where  ?- 


No. 


BY-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1909  ? — No. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS—  . 

Any  steps  taken  for  the  consideration,  adoption,  or  application  ot  :— 

(a) 'Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907— No.  (b)  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907— Yes.  What  sections  ?— Parts  2,  3,  4,  and 
Sec.  95  in  part  10.  (c)  Other  Adoptive  Acts— 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  Etc. 

No.  in 
District 

No  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions. 

General  Condition. 

Common  Lodging 
Houses  

Canal  Boats  

Slaughter  Houses 

1 

1 

rr 

7 

Clean,  well  kept. 

Cowsheds  

18 

18 

22 

Satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades 

3 

3 

12 

(Tanneries)  Fairly  good. 
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COWSHEDS— 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1909  ? — Yes,  by  Committee. 
Any  milk  samples  tested  for  tubercle,  and  with  what  result  ? — No. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 

Any  suspected  spread  by  rats,  clogs,  cats,  fowls,  flies  or  fleas  ? — No. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— 

Any  observation  on  adequacy  or  efficiency  No. 

SCHOOLS— 

Any  matter  calling  for  special  attention  of  School  Medical  Officer 

No. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902- 

Are  there  any  uncertified  women  attending  confinements  without 
a doctor  ? — No. 

DWELLINGS.— 

Any  occupied  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — No.  Any  overcrowding 
of  persons  in  houses  ?— No.  Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing 

Acts  ? — No.  Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made  ? 

Yes.  Are  records  kept  ? — Yes.  Any  special  activity  in  house- 
building ? — No.  Number  of  houses  built  during  1909 — 14.  General 
character  13  cottages  ; 1 villa.  Do  the  new  houses  accord  with 
By-laws  ? — Yes.  Who  deals  with  plans  ?— Surveyor  and  Committee. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY— 

What  organized  effort  to  control  it  ? — None.  Is  Health  Visitor 

appointed  by  S.A.  ? — No.  By  other  body  ?— No. 

PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION— 

Any  system  of  notification  ?— Only  Poor  Law  cases.  Any  local 
treatment  of  patients  on  sanatorium  lines  ? — No.  Any  Sanitarv 

Inspection  of  Patients’  Houses  ? — No.  Any  disinfection  of  ditto.— 
Yes.  Any  distribution  of  advice  ? — No.  Any  action  re  Spitting  ?— 
No.  Any  disinfection  of  public  rooms,  vehicles,  etc.  ? — Yes. 

NUISANCES— 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1908  ? — 5.  At  close 

of  1909 — 4.  Reported  during  1909 — 15.  Abated  during  1909 16. 

Total  number  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  abatement  of  nuisances 
during  1909 — 1.  Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal 
Proceedings — None.  Number  of  Sink  Wastes  disconnected  during 
1909 — 71.  Trapped — 71.  Number  of  Closets  newly  constructed 
during  1909 — 27.  Kinds — 26  w.c’s  ; 1 privy.  Number  of  Closets 
reconstructed  during  1909—8.  Kinds — W.Cs. 

WHAT  ACTION  HAS  BEEN  TAKEN  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 
MATTERS  ? 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Prosecutions — None.  Samples 
under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — None.  Prosecutions — None. 
Number  of  Smoke  observations  taken — None.  Legal  Notices — None. 
Summonses — None. 
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BIRTHS  DURING  1909— 

Males— 50.  Females—  40.  Total— 90.  Number  illegitimate, 

included  m above — 1.  Number  of  Still  birtlis  (not  included) 

4 or  5. 


DEATHS  DURING  1909.— 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Totally  actually  registered  m the  district, 
without  any  correction— 66.  (2)  Nett  Deaths,  on  which  the  rates 
are  calculated,  Males  30.  Females  39.  Total— 69.  Number 
uncertified,  included  in  the  above — 0. 
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NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  for  the  Year  Ending 

December  31st,  1909, 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  in  respect 
to  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1909. 

This  constitutes  my  eighth  Annual  Report. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  work  of  converting  the  old 
privy  system  into  W.C’s  is  still  continued  ; and  especially 
has  the  work  progressed  of  disconnecting  and  properly  trapping 
house  drainage.  The  adoption  of  certain  sections  of  the  1907 
Act  which  recently  came  into  force  in  this  Sanitary  area,  it  is 
hoped,  will  enable  much  more  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  super- 
seding many  of  the  remaining  405  more  or  less  unsatisfactory 
privies. 

The  following  statement,  together  with  items  found  in  Table 
C,  I venture  to  suggest,  points  to  good  work  done  during  this 
year. 


Year  1909. 


Inspections — Sanitary  (including  preliminary,  re-visits, 


and  Statutory) 

Water 

Factory  and  Workshops  ... 
Cowsheds 


197 

66 

23 


22 

21 


Fumigations 
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Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  66 

Drains,  New  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  16 

Drains  Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  16 

W.C’s,  New  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^6 

W.C’s  in  place  of  Privies  8 

Soil  Pipes  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  6 

Sink  and  Lavatory  Waster  disconnected  71 

Rain  Water  Pipes  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  •••  61 

Gullies,  New  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  166 

Inspection  Chambers  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  28 

Interceptors  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  18 

Ventilators  fixed  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  12 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WHARTON  THOMPSON,  Mem.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Mem.  R.  Inst.  Pub.  Health, 


Nuisance  Inspector. 


